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History 


It was a cool Sunday in the early spring of 1945 when two carloads of 
“prospectors” piled out of these cars at the Crystal Sand Quarry in the Welsh Mountains. 
Hoffmann had studied the geological survey maps and had concluded that the proper site 
for the television relay station was along this ridge. A previous visit had located a higher 
peak but there was no power there. Here, however, the pole line was conspicuous. We 
dispersed to see how the land laid. A small concrete block house took our fancy. And 
the door wasn’t locked! Better still, the light came on when the switch was flipped. 

Elated by events we started out to find the owner. Nearby inhabitants proved to 
be of African ancestry and after inquiring at a couple of places, one gave us the owner’s 
name and address. It was William Sebastian of Reinholds, Pennsylvania. The nearest 
phone was at a crossroad store marked Mt. Airy on the map. Mr. Sebastian said, “Sure, 
go on in and make your tests”. We did. 

Relations were always very cordial. One day he noticed the trees bothered our 
antenna work. The next time we came, his quarry shovel had cleared a nice work area. 
After we had made sure we wanted to stay at this site, we asked for a lease - just to make 
it legal. He asked if $10.00 a year would be too much. In December 1946 Mr. Sebastian 
sold the quarry to I. G. Newswanger of Blue Ball. We have enjoyed excellent relations 
with him too. Each of us can help by taking good care of his property. 

Features of the Welsh Mt. Site 


The advantages of the site are: line of site to the Lancaster horizon, line of sight 
to the WPTZ antenna (the new one on its 500 ft. tower), power and last but not least, the 
working conditions with the owner. 

Observations on the received signal have indicated no fluctuations in signal 
strength which were not attributable to changes in receivers, antennas, etc. 

At present (September 1947) we have a 65 ft. rigid tower installed, a receiving 
antenna, a transmitting antenna, a four-rack transmitter cabinet, a tackle storage house 
and numerous accessory devices. 

The “Site” is the scene of many Saturdays and evenings of work by CTA 
members. 

A proposal - Based on recent tests where we received WNBT, at New York, 
WNBW at Washington, WABD at New York, WPTZ at Philadelphia and WFIL-TV at 
Philadelphia _ I propose that we investigate purchase of land East and adjoining our site 
to be used for receiving tests, perhaps with rhombic antennae. 


Philip A. Richards 



